
 

1 

 

 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) is an 

/equality
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Article 12: Equal recognition before the law 
 
Disabled people have the right to recognition as persons before the law and have legal 
capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life. Countries must take appropriate 
measures to provide support to disabled people so that they can effectively exercise their 
legal capacity. 
 
Article 13: Access to justice 
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Article 27: Work and employment 
 
Disabled people have the right to work, including the right to work in an environment that is 
open, inclusive and accessible. Countries must also take appropriate steps to promote 
employment opportunities and career advancement for disabled people. 
 
Article 28: Adequate standard of living and social protection 
 
Disabled people have the right to an adequate standard of living including food, water, 
clothing and housing, and to effective social protection including poverty reduction and 
public housing programmes. 
 
Article 29: Participation in political and public life 
 
Disabled people have the right to participate in politics and in public affairs, as well as to 
vote and to be elected. 
 
Article 30: Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport 
 
Disabled people have the right to take part in cultural life on an equal basis with others, 
including access to cultural materials, performances and services, and to recreational, 
leisure and sporting activities. 
 
Article 31: Statistics and data collection 
 
Countries must collect information about disabled people, with the active involvement of 
disabled people, so that they can better understand the barriers they experience and make 
the Convention rights real. 
 
Articles 32-50 
 
Articles 32-50 explain how countries which are bound by the Convention must give it full 
effect. They also explain the responsibility of countries to report to the United Nations 


